CHAPTER   VII
THE    SOCIETIZATION    OF    MAN
MARX saw that the traditional, the 'common-sense'
notions concerning the nature and the freedom of man
were being emptied of all truth by the incessant revolu-
tion of the material bases of human life. Man's con-
sciousness must therefore undergo a corresponding
revolutionary change, or he would completely lose
control of human history. This revolutionary change
in human consciousness from fithe point of view of the
individual in bourgeois society3 to that of the member
of'societized humanity', is what Marx tried to express
in his Theses on Feuerbach. In the 6th Thesis, he had put
forward the startling proposition: that cthe human
essence is not an abstraction inhabiting the separate
individual. In its actuality it is the ensemble of social
relations'. Marx there propounds as an absolute truth
what is, in fact, only a relative one.
How far he himself believed it to be an absolute
truth, it is impossible to say: but there is no doubt at
all that it was an extraordinarily important discovery.
It was the basis of the 'new (i.e. historical) material-
ism5* As Marx explained in the loth Thesis, cthe
standpoint of the old materialism is bourgeois society,
the standpoint of the new is human society, or societized
humanity5. That is to say, in this new form of society,
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